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European Convention concern - Pedigree Dog Health: 
 

In 1995 issues concerning the health of Pet Animals were highlighted and discussed at the European 
Convention (EC) for the Protection of Pet Animals (Strasbourg 7-10 March 1995). Resolutions put-forward 
by a Multilateral Consultation of Parties were agreed and the EC 'Declaration of Intent' was adopted by the 
Federation Cynologique Internationale (FCI), in recognition of the need to improve the Breeding & Breed 
Standards of Pedigree dogs, in accordance with the principles set-out in the European Convention.  
 

In April 2001 several European Kennel Clubs' under the umbrella of the FCI issued new judging guidelines, 
produced a catalogue of Breeds they considered as having specific problems, and revised some Breed 
Standards to address undesirable problems in pure-bred dogs. 
  
In September 2004 the UK Kennel Club (KC) EC Sub-Group - Reviewing Breed Standard Issues, launched 
the KC Pure-breed Dog Health Survey, and began its work with UK Breed Clubs to establish what breed 
specific problems (if any) their breed may be predisposed-to due to Breed Standard requirements, and to 
ascertain the overall health of their breed. 
 

In 2009 following the screening of the Documentary Pedigree Dogs Exposed (Aug 2008), the publication of 
three independent reports (Bateson, RSPCA & APGAW) further highlighted the necessity for all those 
involved in a breeds long-term future, to take responsibility for assessing, recognising, understanding and 
addressing issues of health, as and when they occur within a breeds gene-pool. 
 
 

What is a Breed Health Improvement Strategy?: 
 

In 2012 following 8 years collaboration with the Breed Clubs representing the interests of those breeds the 
KC catorgorised: High Profile (HP), the KC requested that HP Breed Clubs develop a Breed Health 
Improvement Strategy (BHIS) for their breed, as an on-going plan of action to assess and address health, 
and as a resource to accelerate the pace of improvement and depth of understanding of the health of their 
breed. 
 

The KC envisaged a BHIS with four underpinning themes (1) Improving breed health. (2) Engaging with 
breeders & owners to implement health plans. (3) Developing plans for health improvement. (4) Leading & 
setting the breed's direction for health improvement.  
 

The four underpinning themes would thus envelope the pro-active participation of all those involved in a 
breeds long-term future, with the Breed Club setting the direction for health improvement - Leadership 
putting specific - Plans in place which when supported - Engage breeders and owners and ensure health - 
Improvement can and will be achieved: Lead - Plan - Engage - Improve. 
 

 
Why does the Neapolitan Mastiff need a Breed Health Improvement Strategy?: 
 

Ensuring a breed's long-term future is becoming increasingly challenging in consideration of the 
expectation of the puppy buyer / pet owner that their dog will live a long and healthy life, coupled with calls 
for legislation to control or ban the breeding of some Pedigree Breeds, and lobbying of campaign groups 
who feel strongly about the need to improve the health of pedigree dogs, the challenge' for  All those 
involved in the long-term future of ANY Breed - is to establish, with open and honest appraisal, the overall 
health of their Breed and with collaborative and concerted effort - improve it.  
 

By virtue of the process involved in developing a BHIS for the Neapolitan Mastiff our attention is focused 
upon Neapolitan Mastiff health. By undertaking surveys enabling us to gather data, collate statistics, and 
analyse results, we are able to monitor and compare health status. By researching reference materials, 
Veterinary papers, Breed archives, and Worldwide statistics, we gain a clearer understanding of Breed 
health issues present and past.  And, with this more concise understanding of the overall health of our 
Breed, we are able to highlight areas of concern, offer recommendation as to redress, and support all those 
involved in the Neapolitan Mastiffs long-term future - with the improvement of Breed health.  
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What do we know about Neapolitan Mastiff Health from his history?                                     
Ancient History: The great Molossian of antiquity were large and powerful dogs with characteristic large powerful 

head, strong and rather short muzzle, wrinkled forehead, strong and muscular limbs supported by a well developed 
bone structure, with solid strong trunk and imposing height.  The Molosser was bred and utilised for battle, protection 
of stock, and hunting of large game, by the Sumerian, Mesopotamian, Assyrian, Persian, Macedonian and Roman 
civilisations and the progression and integration of the Molossian down the ages and across the World was assured 
by war and migration.   
 

In Roman times the Roman Molosser served as a weapon of war, was pitted against other animals for entertainment 
in the Arena, and due to his natural ability as guard was guardian of choice for the villa.  The status of the Roman 
Molosser during the decline and subsequent fall of the Roman empire (476 AD) is not clear, but as the Empire broke 
up, new countries were formed, regions were renamed, and the descendants of the Roman Molossian became 
enveloped into the countries and cultures in which they came to reside, evolving into the different Molosser / Mastiff 
breeds we see today.  
 

In ancient times war-dogs or competitors for the Arena were bred in large numbers with little concern for aesthetics, 
health, or longevity, these dogs served great purpose but were slaughtered in great number on the battle field or in 
Arenas where entire species of animals were executed to extinction.  However, the guardians of warriors and kings 
would have been bred with finest attributes in mind and perpetuated for their qualities and ability, hence documented 
down the ages.  
 

Medieval History: During the Spanish domination of Southern Italy, the Italian Molosser continued to work as 

guardian of property and as hunter of wild boar but, was numerically weak.  A  contributing factor to the survival of the 
Italian Molosser was an injection of new strength from the Spanish 'Perro de presa'.  During this period there was 
distinction between two types of indigenous Molossian, a 'light' and 'heavy' type with the former - Cane Corso most 
populous in the south. 
 

In medieval times in development of the big game hunter, holding ability-grip, size, and stamina would have featured 
in breeding programmes, thus distinction of type, but as a great number of dogs were lost to big game during the hunt, 
aesthetics and longevity would not have been a concern.  The infusion of the 'Perro de presa allows us to conclude 
that the breed was maintained due to continued purpose and ability of the breed to fulfil that purpose. 
 

Early Modern History: At the end of the Spanish kingdom in Italy (1861),  the Italian Molosser survived in small 
numbers in the many regions around Mt Vesuvius. But at the end of the19th Century, social and economic conditions 
were such that, the Italian Molosser was again, numerically weak. 
 

In early modern times social and economic conditions in Italy were dire. With very limited resources, maintenance of 
large dogs would have only been undertaken where purpose and ability quantified the use of resource. The Italian 
Molosser became a beast of burden: chained farm guard, abattoir livestock tamer, bodyguard of bandit, or fighter of 
Buffalo or dog in purpose built arenas in the plains west of Naples: where brutality was required the beast was 
maintained. Crossing and inbreeding was common place but concern for beauty, health or longevity was not. 
 

With the arrival of the dog show in Europe (1859) governing bodies were established to oversee rules and regulations 
of dog Shows and Pedigree dog Registrations. The Italian Book of Origins was established in 1875 with the ENCI 
(Ente Nazionale della Cinofilia Italiana) (Italian KC) founded 7 years later in 1882. The FCI was established in 1911 
but WWI brought things to a halt and it was not  re-launched until 1921. The KC in UK was established in 1873.  
 

Modern History: In 1914 (prior to on-set of WW l - 1914-1918) an Italian Molosser named Drago was enrolled at 
the Canine Expose' in Milan, but the judge refused to assess the dog saying "that race does not exist and the Italian 
Kennel Club has not issued on this so-called race a standard".  The outraged owner offered to take the judge to the 
many areas around Naples and Mt Vesuvius  where he insisted, the judge would see specimens of this breed both in 
urban and rural areas.  
 

The refusal of judge to assess the Italian Molosser on the grounds the race did not exist causes us to question: If the 
Italian Molosser had ever been officially recognised and recorded as a distinct breed? If it hadn't why was the 
specimen enrolled at show?  If it had, was the breed so depleted in number was now recorded as extinct? or, Was the 
specimen so far removed from the concept of the breed was deemed non-Molossoid?  In any case we have to 
consider that the conflict of WW I saw many of the areas the owner mentioned  'raised to the ground'  and at which 
point the Italian Molosser was at serious risk of extinction. 
 

In 1938 (prior to on-set of WW II 1939-1945) Veterinarian - Dr Ruggero Soldati with colleague Dr Giulio Durante 
began a research study of Italian Molosser they found in and around the regions of Naples. They measured and 
compared dogs, gauged biometric & anatomical data, and in 1939 drew-up the first technical reference book and 
'draft' Breed Standard.  Soldati & Durante's research later served to legitimately present 8 'unofficial'  Italian Molosser 
to the Canine Expose' of Naples - Castel dell Ovo in October 1946.                                                                               
 

Post WWI and 25 years after the1914 Expose, it appears the Italian Molosser was now evident in number in and 
around the areas of Naples, which prompted a research study and draft Breed Standard. It was noted that although a 
common substratum existed in the specimens, breeding selection was based upon use and character and not 
morphological characteristics, so individual variability and natural variability was to be expected.    
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Both World Wars had a major impact on the genetic diversity of the domestic dog. Some breeds vanished completely 
and many other breeds suffered significant bottlenecks.  Bolstering or recreating these breeds was accomplished by 
crossing numerous other breeds a practice that obscured whatever genetic signatures of their early heritage that had 
existed before the World Wars, and ultimately led to highly inbred modern populations . 
 

In-breeding was common practice, not only due to limited numbers and limited resources, but Italian breeders rarely 
'did business' with other Italian breeders, and so the sons of sons of sons produced Molosser of rustic type, but many 
displayed rickets with short, extreme, unnaturally curved limbs, and spinal problems.   
 

In 1946 under the auspices of the ENCI, Dr Pier Angelo Pesce led the panel of Judges for the first official assessment 
of the breed at the Canine Expose' of Naples - Castel dell Ovo. Pesce mocked the specimens saying: one tall, one 
small, one Alano type, one Bordeaux type, no uniform in colour, similar only in Lymphatism, in rickets, dogs chained to 
the barn and inept to walk, beasts, that only the Neapolitan imagination could label Molosser - they lack the race and 
therefore lack the dog (the only remarkable thing their enormous testicles, so impressive they need a jockstrap!).The 
assessment seemed to forbid any kind of resurrection but it was to be the standpoint to the rescue of the breed. 
 

The first official assessment was a disaster due to the poor health of the 8  specimens without phenotypic uniformity, 
the breed was neither numerically strong nor physically healthy, and this was reflected in the problems encountered in 
the 'resurrection'  breeding programmes.  
 

Resurrection of il Mastino Napoletano / the Neapolitan Mastiff:  Spectator at the Canine Expose' of 1946 
was Piero Scanziani: Swiss Journalist & Author living in Rome, who since the 1930's had bred English & French 
Bulldogs and Dogue de Bordeaux under his kennel name: di Villanova.  Scanziani made it his mission to resurrect the 
Italian breed and in 1948 managed to buy two males: Guaglione (one of the 8 at Expose') and Siento (who was in very 
poor condition), and two bitches: Pacchiana (an aging bitch) and Sirena.  
 

Scanziani rented a space at the Roman Zoo and embarked upon his breeding programme, which proved problematic. 
Not least because Pacchiana, though still able to conceive, systematically killed all her pups, and even with special 
breeding cage still managed to kill 7 of a litter of 9. Of the remaining 2, one died of distemper, but the surviving pup 
became the foundation dam of the di Villanova Mastino Napoletano kennel, with future progeny assuring the 
establishment of further Kennels. 
 

It is natural in some circumstances for dams to abandon or kill unhealthy members of their own litter, systematically 
killing all off-spring is not natural. Other health problems noted: impaired fertility, male gonorrhoea and female syphilis, 
prognathism was a common theme, and the number of puppies lost to Parvo virus or malformation were numerous.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

1949 The original 'draft' Breed Standard utilised in 1946 was rather brief, Scanziani and Soldati re-drafted this 
Standard using data extracted from Gauglione to draw-up the first Official Breed Standard. There was lengthy 
discussion amongst the founders as to what to name the breed, Molosso Romano, Can'e 'presa, Cane Corso, Mastino 
Napoletano. The name chosen was in honour of the people who had conserved this ancient breed for posterity 
christened -  Mastino Napoletano or Neapolitan Mastiff (NM).  
 

In 1949 the NM Breed became officially recognized by ENCI followed by the FCI.  Guaglione I, achieved the Title of 
Champion and became the first Mastino Napoletano registered in the 'Book of Italian Origins'.                                   
In 1949 The Società  Italiana del Mastino - SIM  (Italian Society of Mastino), was born. 
 

Development of the Neapolitan Mastiff: A major contributor to the development of the NM was made by Mario 
Querci. Querci lived in Florence,Tuscany, had owned the breed since1950 and went on to become the most renowned 
breeder of NM of all time. Querci made-up his first Champion Fiamma in 1953, but he did not begin registering his NM 
under his di Ponzano prefix until1963. Up to his passing in 1990 Querci had produced 50 Italian Champions. Querci's 
Mastinaro skills and numerical strength of his di Ponzano line had a World- wide influence on the development of the 
NM and ensures that long after his passing - will continue to be recognised for his passion and devotion to the breed. 
Posthumously - Querci made history when in 1992: Caligola di Ponzano competing against 6.600 other dogs achieved 
Best In Show at the World Dog Show. 

Guaglione l Pacchiana  Sirena                         Siento  
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Querci was not so much interested in the utilitarian functions and practices of the dog, rather exclusively focused on 
the aesthetic and functional characteristics that could make the NM popular and successful in the ring.  A NM more 
elegant, with a head maybe less bulky but more-chiselled wrinkle, more proportionate and harmonious, substantially 
correct in the upright stance and movement. Puppies displaying problems of aesthetics or health were discarded or 
removed from future breeding programmes.  
 

Other breeders criticised Querci's breeding programmes saying "the beginning of the end of the rustic mastiff" but 
when breeders refer to the rustic mastiff are they not referring to the beasts of burden suffering from sexually 
transmitted diseases, rickets, unnaturally curved limbs and spinal problems, whose offspring were lucky to survive 
their mothers, disease, or malformation?  

 

 
 

From 1950 to mid 1960's NM breeding in Italy slowly gained momentum, we assume in-part due to passion for the 
salvation of the indigenous breed, in-part due to a growing fascination with dog shows and pedigree dogs, and in-part 
due to the revenue pedigree puppies generated. 
 

In 1963 Scanziani formulated some hard criticisms concerning exaggerated dewlaps, reduced stature, temperaments 
too sleepy or too ferocious, and weary gait. There are too many dull, stolid specimens, enfeebled, retarded, stomach 
on the ground after two reluctant shuffled steps. Selection should avoid ultra-typicality overlooking general harmony in 
which efficiency must continue to be a necessary part.   

 

In 1963 the breed society SIM was re-launched as SAMN - Società Amatori del Mastino Napoletano (Society of 
Neapolitan Mastiff lovers).  Its aim, the genetic improvement, study and appreciation of the NM.  
 

In 1979 SAMN pondered the urban breeders reluctance to experiment with distant blood-lines from the unknown or 
non blazoned genealogies of rural (rustic) specimens - describing them as over-typical in many details, inadequate in 
others, with a high percentage of rejects in offspring, the board concluded that urban hesitation was understandable. 
 

Dispersion of the Neapolitan Mastiff: in the 1970's, Italian registrations increased and promotion of the NM at 

shows, in magazine articles, specialist books, and SAMN periodicals, ensured interest in the breed was gaining 
momentum around the world. First records of exports were to USA, Germany, S Africa, France, Sweden and UK.  
  

In 1974 the NM arrived in the UK. The first Registered Importer was Trevor Lewis of the Kensington Dog Bureau in 
London, who did a lot of trading with Italian dog fanciers (the KDB was the subject of an Ester Rantzen 'That's Life' 
expose' in the late 1970's). From Italy Lewis imported Kronos delle Prese (born 71), bred by Giuseppe Novaresio of 
delle Prese kennels whose breeding lines carried di Ponzano blood, and Ursula (born 72) also from delle Prese blood 
lines. The pair were housed together and mated but Ursula did not conceive, and the pair were passed to Nick & Lynn 
Homfray under a breeding terms agreement. 
 

In 1975 Nick & Lynn produced the UKs first litter of 7 NM's, with 5 further litters bred from these bloodlines up to 1979. 
New blood was then imported from Italy's Paolo Testa di Miranapoli kennel and Gaetano Guidi d'Arpino kennel, but 
only 4 further litters were ever produced up to 1982. Few pups from the first 10 British litters remained in Britain, most 
were exported abroad with the Kronos delle Prese bloodline influencing Spanish, German, Canadian, Swedish and 
Norwegian gene-pools but, it could well have been lost from the British gene-pool, had it not been for the Dr's Clark. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             
 

Health problems noted: Still Births / Fading puppy Syndrome. Stiffness / Lameness / 
Arthritis. Bald Patches (back) / Eczema (body & neck). Abdominal discomfort / stone 
eating. (fight wounds). 

Sahib I   Alba di Ponzno   Dumbo di Ponzano 

Ursula  Kronos delle Prese Rosemaund Nina (& Dr A Clark)  
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In 1979 Dr Alistair & Dr Jean Clark, and Douglas Oliff procured Rosemaund Nina and Rosemaund Netta from a 
Kronos delle Prese X Broom Lodge Carlotta (daughter) litter (78).  Rosemaund Nina was occasionally exhibited to 
promote her breed and became the foundation dam of the Dr's Clark Kwintra NM Kennels. 
 

In 1980 Douglas Oliff working toward establishing a NM Breed Club in Britain, hosted the first British NM Symposium 
with guest speaker Christofer Habig. Douglas had to wait nearly 2 decades to realise his ambition of a Club    
 

In 1981 Dr's Clark imported, Winner di Colosseo-Avallu (Renza)(born80),from the German kennel of Liljana Denger. 
Renza was a grandson of Enea di Ponzano, and his pedigree showed him to be line-bred to one of the greatest early 
stud dogs, Falco della Grotta Azzura. Renza was occasionally exhibited to promote his breed, and in due course was 
mated to Rosemaund Nina with a litter of 7 produced in 1982. Kwintra Herca, Ash, and Jet were retained, another pup 
remained in Britain and three Export Pedigrees: France, Sweden and Norway, were issued for the remaining 3. 
 

In 1983 the untimely death of Renza (cause not detailed) left Dr's Clark without a Stud dog until Herca came of age. 
 

Interestingly in 1983 Gary & Lynn Travers who previously bought  two bitches from Nick & Lynn Homfray sired by 
Kronos (79) and his Son Trojan (80), went out to Italy to manage Antonio di Lorenzo Alta Fiumara kennels. The 
Travers had imported a male from Antonio in 1981 but Tobia had died of cardiomyopathy at 2 years. The Travers 
spent a year in Italy and from their memoirs inform us that the experience was an eye opener. kennels all seem to be 
held together with string or chicken wire, dogs see their owners once or twice a day and out of boredom tear their 
kennels apart. There are piles of dried calcified excrement everywhere, dogs are not regularly wormed,  and with no 
medical regime, puppies are lost on a regular basis to hepatitis, distemper and pneumonia. Breeders have recently 
begun to inoculate against parvo because they were losing so many puppies. The stud dog is all important very often 
3 generations of the same stud are kept at the kennels, no breeders ever take their bitch to someone else's stud and 
we have no confidence in the pedigrees. In 1984 the Travers went back to Canada with stock from del Nolano lines, 
sons or daughters of It CH Squarcione or his son Leone. The dogs threw beautiful typy pups but with one recurring 
problem, youngsters developed ED or HD. Not prepared to sacrifice type for soundness in 1985 bought Monecello 
from Raphael of Saint Anastasia  and diluted the faults found in del Nolano lines and Established Thundermug NM. 
 

In 1985 Dr's Clark imported Yucca di Colosseo-Avallu (born81) from Liljana Denger. Half-sister to Renza, she had 
suffered parvo when young, suffered illness in quarantine, was mated to Herca, whelped three pups (85) with only one 
survival, lost her own battle for life shortly after (cause not detailed).  Two further Kwintra litters were produced up to 
1987 with 3 Exports providing the foundation stock for the first NM breeding programme in New Zealand.  
 

In 1987 Dr's Clark imported Julia Von Gallhorn (born 84) from Germany, and the last Kwintra litter was produced the 
same year (08.07.87) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Health problems noted: diet related abdominal discomfort /gastro-intestinal 
susceptibility.  Although being heliotropic do not tolerate the heat. Late fertility in 
dogs and bitches. Susceptibility to Parvo. Premature death.  
  

In 1990 Gisa di Ponzano(born 89), bred by Mario Querci Toscano di P X Boumpie di P, was imported by Mr F Brown. 
Gisa was mated twice producing only 2 single puppies. In 1996 a litter of 3 was produced by Gisa's daughter with no 
further off-spring recorded.   In 1991 Kwintra Imra, a male out of Dr's Clarks last litter, was mated by Mr & Mrs 
Mulligan to a German Import Ariska il Lottatore (born 87) she produced a litter of 7 but again there are no further 
registrations recorded from off-spring of this litter. In 1992 Dr's Clark Imported Bambola of Kwintra (born 91) sired by 
Caligola di Ponzano. Unfortunately there are no records of any off-spring from this bitch and this is the last entry in 
KC Records of Kwintra Registrations and thus the Kwintra bloodline (delle Prese / di Colosseo-Avallu) ended here. 

 

However, di Ponzano blood via Imports from Fossombrone - Italy and OfTheThatchRoof - Belgium continued to have 
an influence on the gene-pool to the end of the 90's. 
 

From 1990 NM Registrations in the UK gained momentum due to the influence of 7 stud dogs (all descended from 
Italian blood)  imported from USA (5), Belgium (1) and Italy (1) by Mr D Mollett - Dellmastt, Mr Geraghty - Bugene, Mr 
& Mrs Howell-Edwards - Grimoire, and Mr Bandal. Throughout the next 10 years these 7 stud dogs alone sired 93 
litters producing 700 puppies which subsequently bolstered the gene-pool by over 3.000% throughout this decade. 
 

Kwintra Ash Kwintra Herca Winner di Colosseo-Avallu & Dr's Clark  
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What do we know about the Neapolitan Mastiff Breed Standard?: 
In 1968  the 1949 Italian Breed Standard was reviewed. SAMN created a longer more explicit standard which was not 
accepted by ENCI, they contracted independent individuals to draft a NM standard 197B which was adopted by the 
FCI in 1971 (It is written that a 'sordid story' of 300 thousand lira surrounds this episode).  So outraged was Dr 
Ruggero Soldati he retired as President of SAMN, he also resigned as a judge, and as member partner of ENCI. 
 

In 1989 the FCI revised Breed Standards for recognized breeds into specific format and the NM standard was 
changed again.  It was changed without approval or suggestion from NM circles who again protested furiously. The 
Standard N° 197/10.09.1992, was accepted anyway by FCI and ENCI in 1992.  
 

In 2010 in consideration of EU legislation the ENCI commissioned another revision of the Breed Standard. The 
revised standard was accepted by ENCI in 2010 but awaits acceptance by the FCI. Some changes listed below: 
 

 Current FCI Standard (not all clauses detailed) Proposed Changes 2010 

General 
Appearance 

Large, heavy, massive and bulky dog. Changed to: A large dog. Describes general conformation as that of 
a 'large mesomorph' 

Important 
Proportions 

The length of the body is 10% more than the height at the 
withers. 

Adds: height at the withers Males: 65-75 cm (25.6-29.5 ins), 
Females: 60-68 cm (23.6-26.8 ins). Increases length of body to 15% 

longer than height at the withers. 

Head Short and massive, with skull wide at level of zygomatic 
arches: its length is about 3/10 of the height at withers. 

Adds: Brachcephalic (cephalic index of 66).  
Increases: skull width to about 3.8/10 of the height at withers. 

Cranial  
Region 

The bizygomatic width is more than half the length of the 
head. 

Changed to: The width of the head must equal its length. 

Nose Black for black subjects, dark grey-brown in dogs of other 

colours, chestnut for brown coats. 

Changed dark grey-brown to: dark grey. 

Muzzle It is very wide and deep: its length corresponds to that of 

the foreface and must be equal to 1/3 length of head. 

Added: The width almost equal its length, and the depth is about 

double its length. 

Teeth White, well developed, regularly aligned & complete in 
number. Scissor or pincer bite. 

Added: Slight  underbite permitted provided teeth do not loose 
contact. 

Eyes Set on equal frontal level, well apart, rather round, slightly 
deep set. 

Added: folds of skin should never compromise functionality of the 
eyes. 

Ears Flat and close to the cheeks. When cropped have the form 

of an almost equilateral angle. 

Added: Its outer margin slightly flared, the interior margin framing 

the cheek. (no mention of cropped) 

Body The length of the body exceeds by 10% the height at 

withers. 

Increased to: 15% 

Chest Its width is in direct relation with that of the ribcage and 
reaches 40-45% of the height at withers. 

Added: Its depth corresponds to half the height at withers, its width 
about 35% of the height at withers, its circumference more than 

40% of the height at withers. 

Elbows Covered with abundant loose skin, not too close to the 
body. 

Changed to: Not too close to the body. 

Skin Thick abundant and loose all over the body Added: without exaggeration. 

Size Weight Males: 60-70 kg. Females 50-60 kg Changed to: Males 75-85 kg. Females 60-70 kg. 
 

In 1998 Douglas Oliff's hard work to establish a Neapolitan Mastiff Club in the UK came to fruition and thanks to the 
tireless efforts of 'The South Family' achieved KC Recognition in 2002. The BS up to this point was very basic.   
 

In 2000 TNMC endeavoured to work with the KC in compilation of the Interim Breed Standard. Issued 2001. 
In 2006 TNMC highlighted members concerns over some KC proposed amendments to the BS 01, a compromise was 
reached and the 'final' amendments to the Interim BS were highlighted in the Kennel Gazette March 2007.   
 

In 2009 TNMC met the KC to discuss further changes to the BS. The Club felt omission of dewlap was unacceptable 
as no dewlap is a disqualifying fault in Italy, and inference of tight eye rims without haw, was unachievable over night.  
  

 Interim BS  2001 (not all clauses) Amendments 2007 Amendments 2009 

General 

Appearance 

Well boned, large, strongly built, vigorous, 

alert and muscular.  

Well boned, large, muscular and 

strongly built. Body slightly longer than 
height at withers.  

 

Characteristics A degree of loose-fitting skin over body 

and head, with some dewlap, is a feature 
not to be excessive. 

Loose fitting skin over body and head, 

not to be excessive, with double 

dewlap. 

Some loose fitting skin over body and 

head permitted, not to be excessive. 

Temperament Devoted and loyal guard of owner and 
property 

Steady, loyal, devoted and vigilant, 
Slightly aloof. 

 

Head and 
Skull 

Well pronounced, definite stop.  
Lips full and heavy. Upper lip resembles 
inverted v. Muzzle deep, sides flat and 

vertical, showing flews.  
Head deep and spherical 

Well pronounced, definite stop.  
Lips fleshy and thick. The upper lips 
form an inverted óVô when viewed from 

the front. Muzzle deep and square 
when viewed from the front, with deep 
flews. Head has loose skin forming 

wrinkles and folds but without excess 

Definite stop.  
Lips fleshy and thick. The upper lips form 
an inverted óvô when viewed from the front. 

Muzzle deep and square when viewed 
from the front.  
Head has loose skin permitted but without 

excess.                                                                                                                                                            

Eyes Set forward, well apart, rather rounded. 

Set fairly deep. Rim pigmentation to tone 
with nose colour.  
 

Clean eyes, set forward, well apart, 

rather rounded.  Rims fairly tight 
without excessive haw. Rim pigment to 
tone with nose colour. Free from 
obvious eye problems. 

Clean eyes, set forward, well apart, rather 

rounded.  Rims tight without haw. Rim 
pigment to tone with nose colour. Free 
from obvious eye problems.                                                                                                                                              

Neck Short, stocky, very muscular, dewlap from 
lower jaw reaching mid-point of neck.  

 Fairly short, stocky, very muscular. 

Body Topline straight, slightly lower than 
withers, line of belly parallel to topline.  

 Topline straight, sloping slightly from the 
withers, line of belly parallel to topline. 
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What do we know about Neapolitan Mastiff Registrations?: 

Book of Italian Origins: To re-establish a breed is not an easy task, more especially when accurate records of 
genetic heritage are non-existent. Throughout the first five decades in Italy, NM Official ENCI Pedigrees contained 
quite a few L.I.R. entries following names. 

 

L.I.R - Libro Italiano Riconosciuti ( Italian Book of Recognition or Recognised Breeds), signified that although such 
dogs could NOT be registered in genealogical records, due to there being no validation of their lineage, could obtain a 
certificate of typicality which would allow them to be bred from and exhibited.  After 3 generations of L.I.R registered 
dogs, the progeny could be entered in the L.O.I.  An L.I.R dog if proclaimed Champion, acquires the automatic right to 
be registered in the L.O.I even though he may not be descended from 3 generations of L.I.Rôs. 

 

L.O.I - Libro delle Origini Italiano (Book of Italian Origins). Official Certificate of Registration in the Italian Book of 
Origins would confirm that the dogôs pedigree or lineage could be validated or traced back to great-great-grand 
parents.  
 

ITALY CHART 1: The high percentage of LIR registrations 80% as compared to  LOI registrations 20% indicates that 
in the vast majority of cases, during the first 16 years, breeders could not validate the lineage of their puppies. 

  

 

ITALY CHART 2: Registrations increased by 695% during an 8 year period. However the number of LIR registrations 
fell considerably to 42% now being surpassed by LOI registrations at 58%. 

   

 
 

ITALY CHART 3: During the next 18 year period registrations increased by 3.192% as compared with Chart 1, with 
LIR registrations 34% recorded at just under half of LOI registrations 66%. Registrations peaked in 1976 with 1.498 
recorded, falling dramatically to 469 just 5 years later in 1981, the lowest in a decade. Over the next decade numbers 
rise steadily to 900 at the beginning of the 90's. 

  

 
 

ITALY CHART 4. Registrations remain quite consistent throughout the next decade, rising to just above1.000 in 2002, 
but fluctuate throughout the next decade, falling to the lowest number of registrations in 41 years 411 in 2012.          
Charts 1 - 4 1950 - 2013: NM Registrations recorded by the ENCI in Italy during 64 years total 34.802 (Av 543 per yr). 
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In 1979 SAMN held its first meeting (and yet was established in 1949), amongst items raised, the question of false 
records and registrations. Litters of unknown parentage were routinely sold as LOI or LIR Registered pups, and the 
trading of pedigrees and false birth records was common practice, this inevitably did a disservice to the breed and 
damaged the work of the more conscientious breeder. And impacts upon our ability to ascertain COI in the present. 
 

In 1992 Walt Weisse the German NM Club President said: "In Germany we operate differently than in Italy. In Italy, 
even today, what is declared by breeders is believed and documented but in the past we have been able to show 
records of sons of dogs already dead from 3 years: therefore we believe only half of what Italian breeders say" 
 

UK CHART 5: During the first 11 year period in the UK puppy registrations totalled 71 from 15 different litters. All but 7 
(90%) of these puppies were sired by the first Italian stud import or his off-spring.  Male to Female Ratio 35/36 

  

 
 

UK CHART 6: During the first decade of this period registrations increased by 1.786% from 29 in 1990 to the UK peak 
of 518 in 1999. Registrations fell considerably to 348 in 2001, remained quite consistent for another 4 years but have 
continued to fall ever since. Rising slightly in 2011 have since reduced in number. Male/Female Ratio 2.903 / 2.994.          
 

UK Charts 5 & 6 1974 - 2013: NM registrations recorded by the UK KC during 37 years total 5.968 (Av 161 per yr).  
 

 
 

Interestingly, when we downloaded all KC Breed Record Supplement statistics onto our own database we were unable to find 
registration records for 1 dog and 2 bitches. The dog had sired 3 litters and in these records was  recorded as an Import. One of the 
bitches, had produced a litter was recorded as an Import but the litter was produced after she had been Exported to Australia! the 
Export Pedigree was detailed. The other bitch had produced 2 litters was recorded as an Import, and the Transfer of Ownership 
details were subsequently recorded. Also noted that the KC Registered puppies from Sires or Dams that were quite clearly too old 
or too young to be bred from. And had also registered litters from dams that had been bred consecutively every 6 months. 
 

UK CHART 7: Import registrations total 174 for this entire period with 50% of all imports coming from Italy. 171 litters 
1.343 puppies were sired directly by imported studs. And with all NM's Worldwide originally descending from Italian 
stock it is safe to assume that Imports from other countries are all also influenced by Italian NM blood. 
  

 
 

What do we know about Neapolitan Mastiff Fertility?: 

 

UK CHART 8. (Note: no puppies were bred 88-89) During this 22 year period 375 litters were sired by 215 stud dogs 
(Av 1.74 litters) and 349 dams (Av 1.07 litters) produced 2.626 offspring: 1.236 (47%) males and 1.390 (53%) 
females. Ratio of dams-sire 1976-1987=2.0. to ratio dam-sire in 1995=1.54. to ratio dam-sire in 1999=1.37. 
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UK CHART 9: During this 14 year period 520 litters were sired by 359 stud dogs (Av 1.44 litters) and 510 dams (Av 
1.01 litters) produced 3.342 offspring: 1.702 (51%) dogs and 1.640 (49%) bitches. Ratio dam-sire in 2000=1.77. to 
ratio dam-sire in 2006=1.25. to ratio dam-sire in 2013=1.0. 
 

 
 

 

CHART 10: During 37 years 895 litters were sired by 343 
stud dogs.  54% sired 1 litter. 16% 2 litters. 10% 3 litters. 7% 
4 litters. 4% 5 litters. 4.5% 6-9 litters and 4.5% 10-26 litters. 

UK CHART 11: During 37 years 895 litters were 
produced by 624 dams. 69% producing 1 litter. 21% 
2 litters. 7% 3 litters. 2% 4 litters and 1% 5-6 litters.  

  

UK CHART 12: 29% of Sires were 2 yrs. 26% 3yrs. 18% 4. 
11% 1. 8.5% 5 yrs. 4% 6. 2.5% 7-10 yrs. 1% 0. Youngest 8 
months - oldest 9 yrs 10m. 6 listed as 0 no d.o.b recorded . 
months 0-6 maintained a year whilst months 7-11 took age up a yr 

UK CHART 13: 35% of Dams were 2yrs of age. 25% 3 
yrs. 16% 4 yrs. 8.7% 1 yr. 8.3% 5 yrs. 4% 6 yrs. 1% 7-
10 yrs. Youngest was 11 months - oldest 9 yrs 9m. 
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